Percutaneous balloon mitral valvuloplasty in a pregnant woman with mitral stenosis, sickle cell crisis and acute pulmonary edema. A case report.
A woman with acute congestive heart failure secondary to mitral stenosis and sickle cell crisis was treated successfully with a combination of an exchange transfusion and percutaneous balloon valvuloplasty. That combination provided an alternative to surgical mitral commissurotomy, with its significant risks for both the mother and fetus. The patient was able to undergo an uncomplicated pregnancy course despite the increased risk of cardiac decompensation in the intrapartum and postpartum period.